‘Creating a Constitution’ Activity

Scenario:  The United States as we know it is gone.  Due to nuclear fallout, earthquakes, zombie hordes, and killer bees, the federal and state government system has fallen apart.  All that remains are counties that have declared their independence and set up their own government as an independent nation.  Bertie is no longer a county, but now a country. You and your classmates must form a constitution to ensure that this Nation of Bertie survives.  Good luck with that.
Instructions:  Follow the ‘Outline for your Constitution’ to create your own miniature constitution.  Work together with your classmates to brainstorm ideas and then write out your constitution, create a symbolic flag for the Nation of Bertie (ppt, glogster.com, paint, word, paper, etc.), and then present your work to the class.  You can decide who does the actual typing and who makes the flag, but all students should collaborate (work together) to create the ideas for your constitution.  Have fun and be creative.
Checklist (This is for you to check off as you complete it.)
_____   Typed Constitution based on the ‘Outline for your Constitution’ (Should be emailed to Mr. Gay, jgay@bertie.k12.nc.us, before class on the day of your presentation.)
_____   Self-made symbolic flag for the Nation of Bertie.

_____   Prepared to present your constitution to the class.  This means explaining your constitution, not just reading it.  Be ready to explain how it works and answer questions.
Outline for your Constitution

· Preamble 

· Write a one paragraph introduction stating the purpose of this constitution.

· Article I:  Legislative Branch

· Section 1 (Write a paragraph answering the question:  What kind of government will you have?)

· Section 2 (Write a paragraph answering: How will you decide who serves in the government?)

· Section 3 (Write a paragraph answering:  What powers will this government have?)

· Article II:  Executive Branch

· Section 1 (Write a paragraph answering:  Who will lead the government and how do you decide who will lead it?)

· Section 2 (Write a paragraph answering:  What powers will this leader(s) have?)

· Section 3 (Write out the oath that the leader(s) must take. Ex: p.143, #8)

· Article III:  Judicial Branch

· Section 1 (Write a paragraph answering:  What kind of court system will you have?)

· Section 2 (Write a paragraph answering:  What’s the process if someone is accused of a crime?)

· Article IV: Ratification

· Write a paragraph answering:  How does this constitution become official law?

· Sign your names to show your support.

· Bill of Rights

· List 10 rights that everyone in the Bertie Nation will have under this constitution.

* Also, a paragraph should be at least 4 to 6 sentences.

Grading Rubric for ‘Creating a Constitution’ Activity

*Turn this paper into Mr. Gay on the day of your presentation.  This is how you will be graded for this assignment.  It will be worth 25 points as a group project grade.

Group Member Names:  ____________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

_____   Stayed on Task (5 points available)

· 5 pts – Group members are using their time wisely and completing their work.

· 3 pts – Group members are repeatedly getting off task

· 1 pt – Group members are not doing their work

______  Followed Instructions (5 pts available)

· 5 pts -  Group members followed the instructions and completed their work accordingly.

· 3 pts – Group work is turned in but it’s not done according to instructions.

· 1 pts – Group made no effort to follow instructions.

______  High Quality  (5 pts available)

· 5 pts – The constitution, flag, and presentation are all done very well.  They look professional and are clear and easy to understand.  It makes sense.

· 3 pts -  Constitution, flag and presentation are below average.  Not well done and difficult to understand.

· 1 pt -  Constitution, flag, and presentation are very poorly done.  No effort put into it.

______  Creativity  (5 pts available)

· 5 pts – Students put a lot of thought and effort into creating their constitution and National Flag.

· 3 pts – The constitution and flag are very average.  Not much creativity.

· 1 pt – Little to no effort given to make it interesting and creative.  
_______  Respect During Presentations (5 pts available)
· 5 pts -  All members of group are quietly paying attention to other groups as they present, as well as asking thoughtful questions for discussion.
· 3 pts -  Group members are being disruptive at times and are not giving respect to the other groups presenting.
· 1 pt -  Group is disruptive and has to be asked to be quite constantly. 
_______  Total Points and Grade for Group Project

